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Subject content: Year 10

GCSE - Year 10

Unit 1 – Business Activity
• Business types
• Enterprise
• Business Planning
• Business Growth
Unit 2 – Influences on Business
• Technology
• Ethics
• Economic
• Legal
• Globalisation
Unit 3 – Business Operations 
• Production
• Quality
• Supply Chain
• Sales Process

V Cert - Year 10
CA1 - Entrepreneurship, business 
organisation and stakeholders

CA2 - Market research, market types and 
orientation and marketing mix

CA3 - Human resource requirements for 
business and enterprise

CA4 - Operations management

CA5 - Business growth
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Subject content: Year 11

V Cert - Year 11

CA6 - Sources of enterprise funding and 
business finance

CA7 - The impact of the external 
environment on business and enterprise

CA8 - Business and enterprise planning

Synoptic Project

Exam Revision

Year 11

Unit 6 – Human Resources
• Recruitment
• Training
• Motivation
• Organisational structure
Unit  5 – Marketing
• Market research
• Product, Price, Place, Promotion
Unit 4 – Finance
• Sources of finance
• Cash Flow
• Break Even
• Profit margins
• Financial Performance
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Y11 VCERT Coursework Outline
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Y11 VCERT Coursework Outline

Prep time – 2 hours
• Time with internet to prepare a 

resource pack

21 hour Formal NEA
Task 1 – Action Plan – 2 hours
• Put together a plan of activities 

to be undertaken in the 
upcoming project time (No 
internet allowed)

Task 2 – Research Stage – 7 hours
• Conduct Primary and Secondary 

Research required for the 
Business Plan and collate data 
as necessary (Internet allowed)

Task 3 – Business Plan – 10 hours
• Complete a full business plan for 

the project brief and the 
changes they wish to make. 
Must include all aspects of the 
plan including financial 
forecasts, HR requirements, etc
(No internet allowed)

Task 4 – Review – 2 hours
• Self review of their own 

performance in the NEA (WWW, 
EBI)
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Assessment

GCSE V Cert
• This qualification is linear.
• This means that students will sit all their 

exams at the end of the course.
• 2 exams at the end of Y11

• One 2 hour exam worth 62.5%
• One 1hr 30min exam worth 37.5%

• NO COURSEWORK

• This qualification is assessed across one exam and 
more weighted toward the Synoptic Project 
Coursework unit.

• One 1hr 30min exam at the end of Y11 worth 40%
• One Synoptic Project Coursework Unit written in 

Y11 worth 60% – Conducted as a 21 hour 
controlled assessment in class. 
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How V Cert compares to more traditional GCSE

V Cert

• It is designed for learners who want an introduction to business and enterprise that 
includes a vocational and project-based element.

• The NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise (603/7004/X) 
complements GCSE qualifications. It is aimed at 14 to 16 year olds studying key stage 4 
(KS4) curriculum who are interested in the business and enterprise sector. This 
qualification is designed to match the rigour and challenge of GCSE study. The 
qualification is graded at level 1 pass, merit, distinction and level 2 pass, merit, distinction 
and distinction* (equivalent to GCSE grades 8.5 to 1). More information on grading can be 
found in section 2 of this qualification specification.

• This qualification focuses on an applied study of the business and enterprise sector and 
learners will gain a broad knowledge and understanding of working in the sector.

• This qualification has been designed to sit alongside the requirements of core GCSE 
subjects and is appropriate for learners who are motivated and challenged by learning 
through hands-on experiences and through content that is concrete and directly related 
to those experiences.

• It is distinct from GCSE Business Studies, as it encourages learners to use knowledge and 
practical enterprise tools to prepare them for business. They will develop significant 
personal and vocational business skills that can be transferred to further study or 
employment.
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Study suggestions

• All students must work keep abreast of current affairs (we 
recommend BBC Newsbeat)

• Seneca & GCSEPod – Revision material and Quizzes/Assessments

• BBC Bitesize

• Eduqas Resources Website – Digital Textbook and tasks
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How can home support?

•PLCs

•Past Papers

•Flash cards and Quizzing

•Revision Guides
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